Review of Ensemble Al-Asdeka

A Dancer’s View

Review by Sarah Mayne

This is truly a dancer’s CD with SO many dance-able songs.  Assembling the various pieces can easily create a 15 – 20 minute performance.  The sound quality is superb, great for large clubs and venues at high volumes.

La Roza Linda

Passionate combinations of guitar and flute carry you into this song, using malfuf/Saudi combination rhythms. Perfect for entrance number, Veil & Spanish fusion.

Iste Hendik

Gypsy spirit calls out to you with this fast Saidi rhythm, harmonized by the expressive flute and violin. Fantastic for soloist work, the use of Assaya (cane), double veil or true piece to show off the articulation of the body. 

Flute Taqsim

This breathtaking free form taqsim lays the foundation for whole body expression; calling out for undulating hands, flutters, subtle shimmies & beckoning the dancer to lose herself to the expression of the music.

Deceived

Evocative, beautiful…rarely do I hear a piece as intoxicating as this melodious combination of flute and guitar. Whether you choose to express this dance with a veil, or your entire self, deceived is facilitating a mood of mourning, love & loss.

Los Bilbilicos

You will have an unforgettable time expressing the playful musical interactions of this high-energy number. Combining the use of rumba and maksum rhythms, Los Bilbilicos makes a perfect entry or mid showpiece.

Lake of Clouds

A lovely fusion piece with an irresistible chorus line. Using Saudi and soudasi rhythms, with a beautiful guitar line that makes it in incredible solo piece, beckoning to the gypsy spirit.

Shaskin

How can one resist the rich and alluring call of the soprano sax taqsim introduction? This modernized Saidi dance is a sensual combination of past and present, perfect for Assaya (cane) pieces or fusion.

Twilight

As a personal favorite of mine, this version of a classical piece is dripping with mood. Sure to captivate the attention of your audience when combined with focus and balance from sword dance or fire.

Noches

An evocative solo piece, perfect to slow things down & capture the hearts of your audience. Beautiful when combined with the flowing beauty of silk veils.

Dance of the Tamir Agha 

Using upbeat beledy and malfuf rhythms, this inspiring number would be a great beginning troupe piece. The simple song structure offers balance, with many opportunities for soloist spotlights.

Veil Dance

Brave & daring incorporations of the castanets and guitar give Veil Dance an unmistakable Spanish flare, great for troupe veil or hand fans.

Adio
With a rumba rhythm, Adio is perfectly suited to bring your audience back to center, following more upbeat pieces.

Syrinx  

A Ballet/belly interpretive piece, airy and delightful.
